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Thinkstock It's a fact that some parents try to copy the
lifestyles of successful celebrities. Others want their

children to look like certain movie stars. And even children
of prime ministers think they're royal, when they've seen

photographs of Princess Diana. But what's it like for
children whose father is a politician? How do they cope

with the vicissitudes of life under scrutiny? And in the case
of Prime Minister's child Gordon Brown, it's not only his

children who come under the spotlight. The man himself
isn't an aloof public figure, so much as an ordinary dad,
says Sarah Booth, who has two children under five. "He

isn't like Johnny Foreign Secretary," she says. "He's just a
Dad. We're just two normal people with children, nothing
more than that." Sarah Booth says it's the children, not

her parents, who come first. "Dad's an amazing man. He
and Mum have always been very supportive," she says.

Image copyright Getty Images "My daughter's very like a
princess. She does all her own hair and nails, is very

careful about her clothes. And she wants to look like a
princess." Sarah Booth's husband Andrew is a fireman. As
far as she's aware, he doesn't go for the Prime Minister's

job, but he is a friend of Gordon Brown and they've known
each other since they were school chums. So, Sarah Booth
says, if her children have a political future, Andrew will be
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supportive. And there's no doubt that Gordon Brown has a
reputation for encouraging his children to have their own
views. "There was one time when I was about six," says

Gordon Brown's daughter-in-law Chloe, "when we were at
the school summer fete and I was dancing with some

friends. He made a point of telling me that if I was going
to be a dancer, I needed to get away from my brothers,
and be a bit like an only child." Being an only child has

meant that Chloe Brown's sons Freddy and Theo have had
to get used to being a little bit on their own. c6a93da74d
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