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I have used acdsee Pro for many
years without leaving any comments
about how good it was or how bad. I

installed the trial version just to see if
I would like it. After running it I found
it hard to use. I was never able to get
it to recognize that I had files when I
imported from another directory. The
exports to CDR and JPEG was the only

one I could use. I also would never
leave it set to batch process and
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would have to wait a minute or two
after a job before I could process the

next one. I'm one of those lucky
photographers who doesn't seem to
have a ton of images so I'm always
trying to find a free program to run
them through to get them ready for

upload. I decided to try Adobe
Camera Raw but it only worked about

50% of the time for processing my
raw files. I would always have to re-

import to acdsee after the first
conversion. I contacted the

developers and they said they would
work on the batch processing issue.
When I went back to it 2 days later
they told me it was done. What I
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learned is that batch processing can
be a two sided issue. I was not able
to transfer any metadata so any of

the product info that might be there
would be lost. I had to sit down with

my files one by one and make a copy
of the files and then work from there.
I've only been using this program for
a few weeks now and I have found
some workarounds that have made

me happy. First of all as far as
batching files goes. Select the multi

mode(default) and then in the toolbar
select "Show all files". Then you can

group them by date and number, and
this will make it much easier to work

through them one by one. The
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biggest issue with the batch
processing is that it did not

recognize.mdf files.
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Its not unusual to encounter a
customer that would have a very

organized means of tagging. I should
point out that I have used the most

popular tagging software on the
market: Lightroom, as well as Publish

for Image FTP, and Windows Live
SkyDrive. Now that ACDSee has

Metadata support, I am turning my
attention to it. You are out of luck.

The best feature in ACDSee was the
ability to build a collection of images
from any folder of any image source
and automatically tag and catalog

them, with as much detail as you like.
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It was the killer feature for me, as
well as its complete lack of any ready-

made templates, or a customizable
"template management" system for

sorting, organizing, tagging and
cataloging your images. The program

is now gone, and Lightroom has it
beat on every feature, especially its
organization system. I presume that
the day was a long time ago when

ACDSee had this superior workflow in
place. I think this is most likely the

version of ACDSee to go for, but that
will be a disappointment, and your

best bet is to wait for the next
version. In the meantime, you can

recover some of the value of working
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with ACDSee with ImageTarget (and
its sister software, MetaDirector),
which offer the same ImageTarget

workflow, but with a more user-
friendly interface and custom

tagging. Besides that, I found the
workflow with MetaDirector to be

easy and powerful, and would stick
with it if I could find a way to keep
ACDSee as well. Unfortunately, I

cannot make any promises about its
future, but I will track it's

development. If ACDSee makes a tag
system like ImageTarget, with

significant tagging flexibility, I will be
very pleased. Its not critical for me in

this workflow, but the missing
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capabilities is its biggest single
drawback. I really like what ACDSee

has done with their current workflow.
I really liked MetaDirector too. In fact,

I think the combination of
ImageTarget and MetaDirector is very
impressive. I think that it should have

remained that way. 5ec8ef588b
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