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The industrial and agricultural sectors accounted for 58.2 percent of the Dominican Republics economy,
according to the World Bank, in 2015, making it the largest per capita producer of sugar and cattle. Sugar was

the companys largest agricultural export, with total exports reaching $1.1 billion in 2014, up from $760 million in
2012. Central Romana also operates a cattle ranch. The resort is in the town of La Romana, which was settled in
the 1300s by Dominican pioneer Sebastians Moctezuma, a member of the Alvarado family. The Casas de Campo
Resort & Villas & Spa in La Romana has been the site of several major developments in recent years, including
the multi-million dollar Ritz Carlton and the Williamsburg Hotel, the first intercontinental hotel in Latin America

and second in the Caribbean. In October 2012, Central Romana agreed to pay a $2.4 million fine to the U.S.
government to settle a lawsuit that accused the company of failing to provide travel documents and other

documentation to the government representatives when they visited to inspect facilities. In the companies effort
to improve labor practices, it has reversed plans to expand its labor force in the Dominican Republic. It has also

reduced its headcounts in other countries, including in the United States. During the delegation to Central
Romana, Blumenauer and others included State Department official Gregorield Mirau, who is responsible for

reporting human rights violations around the world. Human Rights First, a nonpartisan group, is monitoring and
investigating labor issues in Central Romana.
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Volcanoes took shape millions of years before the geologic forces that shaped the area in the form of
carboniferous deposits, and rock formations. As the climate warmed and the oceans began to expand, the crust
reached sufficient pressure to trigger various eruptions throughout the course of the million-year geological age

called the Paleogene. At some point, volcanic eruptions began to spew out millions of cubic yards of lava at a
rapid rate, creating the fertile environment. Extensive lakes formed by the volcanic activity that covered vast
areas of the island, a lead to the mid-Eocene Oligocene Epoch. Oligocene, along with the succeeding Eocene,
contained the La Romana impact crater, one of the best-preserved and largest - at least 190 - of its kind. A
geological marvel, the crater features a round pit measuring approximately 30 kilometers, or 19.6 miles in

diameter, and is 25 km wide at its biggest and deepest point, which is centered a half kilometer south of the city
of La Romana. The most acute headwall of the crater lies at a depth of 2.5 km, while the deepest section is at 8.8

km below the surface. Remarkably, much of the region has been unaffected by erosion or ice-cap formation.
Although the crater was formed by a meteorite, the original impact stone was not found. The most likely reason
for this is that it was blasted far out to sea. Department of Homeland Security records show Central Romana has
been involved in police beatings, raids on homes, and paying off reporters and labor leaders. The company in the
past year spent nearly $2 million lobbying Washington on labor and environmental issues and pushing for access

to the U.S. sugar market. 5ec8ef588b
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